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AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 

League of library commissions 

The usual midwinter meeting was held 
In Chicago, Jan. 2-4, 1908. Nineteen com- 
mission workers were present representing 
the twelve commission states of Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, North Dakota, Iowa, Indiana, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Pennsylvania, Georgia, 
Alabama, New Jersey and Connecticut. The 
following topics, among others, were dis- 
cussed: 

Publications 

The committee on publications reported 
recent publications through the A. L. A. 
Publishing board of the following titles 
prepared by the League. 

Bullock — Management of traveling libra- 
ries, 

Hadley — Material for a public library 
campaign, 

Gattiker — Selected list of German books, 

Campbell — Hungarian books. 

A pamphlet on library architecture is 
now in press and should be ready by 
April 1st. 

A revision of the Suggestive list was 
recommended. 

Library Work in Normal Schools 

Reports from New Jersey, Connecticut, 
Alabama, Wisconsin, New York and 
Illinois as to instruction in library work 
and the knowledge and use of books m 
the normal schools of these states, indi- 
cated that a fruitful and promising field in 
this direction awaited organized action by 
library commissions; a field which has yet 
scarcely been tilled. 

Children's Work by Commissions 

A discussion opened by Miss Olcott called 
attention to the relatively slight attention 
given by commission field workers to the 
selection of books for children and the 
organization of children's work in libraries. 
The employment of an organizer* with gen- 
eral library qualifications and special train- 
ing in children's work was suggested as a 
helpful improvement of such work. 



Library Reading Course 
The plan and method of the reading 
course heretofore conducted by Public Li- 
braries were enlarged and extended by 
associating with that journal in the con- 
duct of the course, a representative of the 
League of library commissions and the 
assignment of certain parts of the prepara- 
tion to the several commissions. 

A. L. A. Headquarters 
After a discussion of the present status 
of the location of A. L A. headquarters, 
resolutions were adopted despite dissenting 
opinions, submitting for consideration of 
the Executive board of the A. L. A. the ad- 
visability of selecting Chicago as the loca- 
tion of headquarters. 

Commission Work in State Institutions 
A committee was appointed to ascertain 
what work each state commission is doing 
in connection with state institutions, and 
to report at the Minnetonka meeting. 

American association of law libraries 

As planned at Ashevllle, the Executive 
committee, and the committees on the 
Quarterly and the Indexing of legal periodi- 
cals met in Chicago, December 28 and 30, 
1907, and discussed arrangements for the 
annual meeting, June 26 to July 3 at Lake 
Minnetonka, Minn., and the publication of 
the Quarterly. 

A balance in the Treasury of $110.44 was 
reported and membership of 84, a net in- 
crease of seven since the Ashevllle meet- 
ing. Since January 1, 1908, two more 
have been elected. 

Mr John E. King, the State librarian of 
Minnesota, who was present, reported on 
local arrangements for the Minnetonka 
meeting. An attractive program is to be 
provided and it is hoped a large number 
of members will be able to attend. Early 
announcement will be made regarding de- 
tails of the convention. 

The most important matter considered 
was the progress report of the Committee 
on Indexing legal periodicals, hereafter to 
be known as the board of editors. 
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As a result of the labors of the Editor- 
in-chief, Mr Frederick W. Schenk, assisted 
by the co-editors, Messrs Belden, Gilbert, 
Butler and Feazel, the first number of the 
periodical, the "Index to legal periodicals 
and law library journal" has appeared. A 
copy of the first number and full details 
as to the plans can be secured free, on ap- 
plication to the Business manager, Mr Karl 
Ed. Steinmetz, 5C13 Drexel Avenue, Chi- 
cago, 111. The annual subscription is five 
dollars and orders should be sent to him 
at once in order to assure receipt of the 
second and succeeding numbers. Checks or 
money orders in payment of subscriptions 
should be made payable to Franklin 0. 
Poole, Secretary-Treasurer. 

The Quarterly is made up of two parts 
with separate paginations. The title shows 
the character of the two sections. The 
index portion will cumulate in the final 
issue of the year. The list of periodicals 
indexed in the first number is not so com- 
plete as will be the case in the second and 
succeeding issues. The work will shortly 
be exhaustive. 

The indexing is being done by the co- 
operative method well known to many 
members of the A. L. A. The editors will 
be glad to receive word from anyone who 
may be willing to assist. The address 
of the Editor-in-chief is Law Library, 
University of Chicago. 

COMMITTEES 
A. L. A. Publishing Board 

The A. L. A. Publishing board met in 
Boston on Feb. 12-13, 1908. 

Mr C. C. Soule, a member of the Board 
and its treasurer since 1901, having re- 
signed, and a new member not having been 
appointed by the Executive board, it was 
necessary for the Publishing board to 
choose a new treasurer. The Board had 
appointed by correspondence vote Mr Gard- 
ner M. Jones, and confirmed this action 
as of January first. Under this appoint- 
ment Mr Jones acts as treasurer, but not 
as a member of the Board. 



"A. L. A. Booklist" 

At the October meeting of the Board 
it was decided to issue the Booklist ten 
times instead of eight each year, so dur- 
ing 1908 numbers will be issued monthly 
except in July and August. The price, 
however, will remain the same — fl.OO per 
year; 15 cents for single copies. 

Owing to the increasing number of books 
to be noticed, it was voted to omit from 
the Booklist all special lists and all mat- 
ter not strictly pertaining to the current 
record. It was agreed that in future the 
List should be more comprehensive, and 
should include many books which hitherto 
have been omitted because of cost, techni- 
cal nature, or which, for other reasons 
were unsuitable for a small library. 

On the editor's recommendation it was 
decided to omit in future the Expansive 
classification numbers, as the number of 
libraries using that classification are few, 
and in general have trained workers, so 
that the need of the numbers is not im- 
perative. 

New Undertakings 

Library plans. The Board will publish 
this spring a collection of views and plans 
of library buildings, selected and approved 
by the League of library commissions, and 
edited with text by Miss Cornelia Marvin 
of the Oregon library commission. This 
will be sold at $1.25 for single copies, but 
a discount of 40 per cent, for 25 or more 
copies will be made on orders received 
direct from libraries, library schools, or 
state library commissions. 

Fairy tale index. An index to fairy tales 
was presented to the Board at its October 
meeting, and it has been voted to print it 
Libraries interested in such an index should 
make their suggestions directly to Mrs H. 
L. Elmendorf, of the Buffalo, N. Y. public 
library, to whom the work has been re- 
ferred. 

Book tests. Mrs S. C. Fairchild prepared 
in connection with her courses on book 
selection at the New York state library 
school a series of book tests for different 
classes of books, each consisting of a num- 



